The role of early education and childcare
in giving children and young people the
best start in life

All Party Group on Early Education and Childcare
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Early Years —the organisation for young children
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Gordon Brown — Comprehensive
Spending Review (uly 2004)

“While the 19""C was distinguished by the introduction of primary
education for all, and the 20""C by the introductions of secondary
education — the early part of the 21S'C will be marked by a
commitment to high quality pre-school provision for the under 5s and
universal childcare services for all” (GB)
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“Enrolling children aged 1 in full day care pre-school services has
generally become accepted in Sweden. What was once viewed
as the privilege of the rich or the institution of the needy or the
single parent has become after 70 years of political vision and
policy making an unquestionable right of children and families.
Parents now expect a holistic form of early childhood care and
education which includes healthcare, nurturing and education.
(Tagichi & Munkammar 2003)
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Overview

Children as citizens and holders of rights
Best interests of the child

Children’s voice and participation

Non discrimination

Protection from abuse

Right to play, leisure and cultural
activities

Right to name and identity

Right to an education

T

A summary of the

United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child
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General Comment Number 7, 20 September 2006

Community based programmes within a
policy and legislative framework

The role of the private sector

Human rights education in early
childhood

Right to play, leisure and cultural
activities

Modern technologies appropriate to
the needs and rights of young children

Young children with vulnerabilities

Sufficient investment in services,
infrastructure and professional
development
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The Importance
of Early Learning

FOR CHILDREN AGES 0 -3

80%

OF BRAIN’
growth and
development
Research indicates h;me;;’.".‘;‘e
that what happens
in the early years
is the foundation P, ipmnons
uring these years
for the long-term SHAPE
success of a child. 9 HOW
A CHILD

sees the world

A child will
develop the first

. 1000

WORDS
of their
vocabulary

Children receiving high quality early learning
from parents, family and care givers are
happier, healthier and more likely to succeed later in life.




Rate of Return to Investment in Human Capital

0

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT IS A

The

SMART INVESTMENT

earlier the investment, the greater the return

<— Prenatal programs

<— Programs targeted toward the earliest years

<— Preschool programs

<— Schooling

<—Job Training

Prenatal 0-3

4-5 School Post-School

Source: James Heckman, Nobel Laureate in Economics



(approx.) children in NI 100,000

in relative povert
emergency food parcels allocated for P Y

children (of a 78,827 total) in NI by "'u_
Trussel Trust Apr 20 Mar 21

(approx.) children in NI
in absolute poverty

children aged 0-5 fr?m households IREVerty in families
accepted as statutorily homeless ..

where youngest child is
between Jan-Jun 2021

under 5 in NI

\ |
children in Rol living
children aged 1-4 (of 3,596 children) in poverty 190,000
living in temporary accommodation
(at 13/08/21)
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On the island of Ireland we have failed
miserably on meeting the Barcelona
targets of 33% of under 3s in quality
funded provision




‘Harrowing Photos From The 30-Year War That Tore Northern
Ireland Apart’: https://allthatsinteresting.com/the-troubles
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https://allthatsinteresting.com/the-troubles

22  ECD Programming for Sustainable CHAPTER 1
Peace & Development

HGURE 1.3.

Domains of the Nurturing Care Framework

- .

Receiving adequate nutrients and consistent health
enables proper growth of the brain and body.

Nutrition: Diet meets needs for optimal growth and
development, exclusive breast feeding for at least
six months, and a minimum acceptable diet.

e ‘
- >
Health: Immunization, disease treatment and pre- I
vention, safe water, improved sanitation and
good hygiene.
Responsive Caregiving: Sensitive engagement
such as responsive feeding, serve and return,
positive attachment playing, singing and/or talking.
I
Experiencing an early leaming environment that \
supports holistic development and respect for M _\.
differences improves school performance and >
future employment opportunities. e o
Experiencing nurturing care by a trusted caregiver,
safety from mental or physical trauma, and devel-
opingin a cohesive and empowered community

enables peaceful development of socioemotional
/, and stress-response systems.

Early Learning: Access to quality preschool and
other early learning opportunities with nurturing
and interactive engagement with adults and peers.

Security and Safety: Safety from viclence, abuse,
neglect, environmental hazards including air pollu-

tion, and prolonged exposure to extreme and
prolonged adversities (foxic stress).

Source: Concepts from Britto et al., 2017,



Key policy developments

Children (NI) order (1995)

Sure Start (1998 -)

Children First (1999 — 2004)

A Commissioner for Children and Young People (2003 -)

Children Strategy (2006-16)

Draft Anti Poverty and Child Poverty measures

Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership

Play and Leisure Implementation Plan (2011)

Minimum Standards for Childminding and Daycare for Children under Age 12 (2012 — updated 2018)
Towards a Child Care Strategy (2013)

Learning to Learn - Framework for Early Years Education and Learning (2013)
Bright Start — Executive Programme for Affordable and Integrated Childcare (2013)
Draft Ten Year Strategy for Affordable and Integrated Childcare (2015)

Early Intervention Transformation Programme (2015 -)

Draft Programme for Government (PfG) (2016) and high level outcomes

Draft Children and Young People’s Strategy (2016)

Shared Education Act (Northern Ireland) (2016)

Play Matters Campaign (2018)

New Decade New Approach (2020)

PfG Outcomes Framework (2021)

‘A Fair Start’ Expert Panel Report (2021)

Stakeholder Insight Lab Engagement process (2021 -)
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HM Government

O
.:1 Northern Ireland
o' Executive

Department of

E: Education

Northern Ireland
Assembly













Chart PF3.1.A. Public spending on early childhood education and care
Public expenditure on childcare and pre-primary education and total public expenditure on early childhood
education and care, as a % of GDP, 2017 or latest available '
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Public spending on childcare and early educatlon - OECD Family Database (updated Sept 21)
https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/PF3_1 Public_spending_on_childcare_and_early education.pdf



https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/PF3_1_Public_spending_on_childcare_and_early_education.pdf

