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Gordon Brown – Comprehensive 
Spending Review (July 2004)

“While the 19thC was distinguished by the introduction of primary

education for all, and the 20thC by the introductions of secondary

education – the early part of the 21stC will be marked by a

commitment to high quality pre-school provision for the under 5s and

universal childcare services for all” (GB)



“Enrolling children aged 1 in full day care pre-school services has

generally become accepted in Sweden. What was once viewed

as the privilege of the rich or the institution of the needy or the

single parent has become after 70 years of political vision and

policy making an unquestionable right of children and families.

Parents now expect a holistic form of early childhood care and

education which includes healthcare, nurturing and education.

(Tagichi & Munkammar 2003)



Overview

• Children as citizens and holders of rights

• Best interests of the child

• Children’s voice and participation   

• Non discrimination 

• Protection from abuse

• Right to play, leisure and cultural 
activities

• Right to name and identity

• Right to an education  



General Comment Number 7, 20 September 2006

• Community based programmes within a 
policy and legislative framework 

• The role of the private sector 

• Human rights education in early 
childhood

• Right to play , leisure and cultural 
activities

• Modern technologies appropriate to 
the needs and rights of young children

• Young children with vulnerabilities

• Sufficient investment in services, 
infrastructure and professional 
development 

• A focus on young children 0-8 as social actors

• Respect for the views and feelings of young 
children 

• A crucial role for parents and primary 
caregivers 

• A positive rights based , multi-sectoral agenda

• A comprehensive policy and programme for 
early childhood 

• Programme standards and professional training 

• Access to services especially the most 
vulnerable 

• The right to education beginning at birth 
recognising the key role of parents , wider 
family and the community 



UN Sustainable Development Goals







15
children in RoI living 

in poverty
190,000

27%
Child poverty in families 

where youngest child is 

under 5 in NI

On the island of Ireland we have failed 

miserably on meeting the Barcelona 

targets of 33% of under 3s in quality 

funded provision 

children aged 0-5 from households 

accepted as statutorily homeless 

between Jan-Jun 2021

1,479

emergency food parcels allocated for 

children (of a 78,827 total) in NI by 

Trussel Trust  Apr 20 Mar 21
31,028

Only 15 countries world wide have three 

basic national policies: parental leave, 

paid breastfeeding support for six months 

and two years free pre primary education 

75,000

100,000
(approx.) children in NI 

in relative poverty

(approx.) children in NI 

in  absolute poverty

children aged 1-4 (of 3,596 children) 

living in temporary accommodation 

(at 13/08/21)

1,116



‘Harrowing Photos From The 30-Year War That Tore Northern 

Ireland Apart’: https://allthatsinteresting.com/the-troubles

https://allthatsinteresting.com/the-troubles




Key policy developments
• Children (NI) order (1995)

• Sure Start (1998 - )

• Children First (1999 – 2004)

• A Commissioner for Children and Young People (2003 - )

• Children Strategy (2006-16)

• Draft Anti Poverty and Child Poverty measures

• Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership

• Play and Leisure Implementation Plan (2011)

• Minimum Standards for Childminding and Daycare for Children under Age 12 (2012 – updated 2018)

• Towards a Child Care Strategy  (2013)

• Learning to Learn - Framework for Early Years Education and Learning (2013)

• Bright Start – Executive Programme for Affordable and Integrated Childcare (2013)

• Draft Ten Year Strategy for Affordable and Integrated Childcare (2015)

• Early Intervention Transformation Programme (2015 - )

• Draft Programme for Government (PfG) (2016) and high level outcomes

• Draft Children and Young People’s Strategy (2016)

• Shared Education Act (Northern Ireland) (2016)

• Play Matters Campaign (2018)

• New Decade New Approach (2020)

• PfG Outcomes Framework (2021)

• ‘A Fair Start’ Expert Panel Report (2021)

• Stakeholder Insight Lab Engagement process (2021 - )









Public spending on childcare and early education - OECD Family Database (updated Sept 21)

https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/PF3_1_Public_spending_on_childcare_and_early_education.pdf

https://www.oecd.org/els/soc/PF3_1_Public_spending_on_childcare_and_early_education.pdf

